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159 Aspinwall Avenue 

Demolition ï June 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:  159 Aspinwall Avenue 

Applicant:  WC Aspinwall 159 LLC 

Building Type:  House 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

 
 

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
Located directly across from the former Greater Toxteth Neighborhood Conservation District (NCD), the house at 159 

Aspinwall Avenue was constructed c.1885-1890, which was around the same time as many residences in the former NCD. 

The structure, with its projecting first floor bay and left side rear bump out, first appears on the 1893 Bromley Atlas. 

However the house is most likely older as the 1889 town directory lists the first known owner, Augustus L. Thorndike, a 

real estate agent, as residing at a house on Aspinwall Avenue near Toxteth Street. In 1905 the house was assessed for 

$9500, and was sold to William Atkinson, an architect. Atkinson sold the property in 1912 to Martha and John E.M. 

Sanford. Martha died in the house in 1917, and John, a 40 year dramatic editor at the Boston Globe, passed away in the 

house in 1934. Martha and Johnôs daughter Mary continued to reside in the house until her death in 1951. Following 

Maryôs death the house was transferred to her brother, Huntington Sanford. It was Huntington who shortly after receiving 

ownership of the house removed an open porch that wrapped around the right side and rear, and renovated the covered 

front porch.  

 

Sanford sold the house in 1958 to William Caulfield. Caulfield unfortunately resided the entire house in 1966. Presumably 

the house was originally clad either entirely with wood shingles, or with a variation of wood shingles and clapboards. In 

1964 Caulfield sold the property to John Teahan who reroofed the structure the same year. Teahan built a rear sundeck 

and stairs in 1966, and later rebuilt the sundeck in 1987 after it was damaged. The Teahan family owned the property until 

it was sold to the current owner this year.  

 

The wood frame structure rises from a stone foundation and the overall footprint of the main structure appears to have not 

been changed. Many wood windows with a pane of glass bounded by smaller panes on the upper sash remain. These types 

of windows are very characteristic of the Queen Anne style, and are frequently seen in the former NCD. The house has a 

steeply pitched asphalt side gabled roof, which continues down to cover the front entry porch. A projecting second story 

bay remains on the left side elevation. 
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The house at 159 Aspinwall Avenue meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad 

architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social history of the own or Commonwealth; and 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of 

construction, or its association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group 

of buildings. 

. 

The house at 159 Aspinwall Avenue retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, workmanship and 

association.  

 

 
Aerial view of 159 Aspinwall Avenue, looking east. 

 
Aerial view of 159 Aspinwall Avenue, looking north. 
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Aerial view of 159 Aspinwall Avenue, looking west. 

 
Aerial view of 159 Aspinwall Avenue, looking south. 
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Photograph of the front elevation of 159 Aspinwall Avenue 

    

 

Photographs of the left side elevation of 159 Aspinwall Avenue 
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Photographs of the right side elevation of 92 Sewall Avenue 
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Photographs of the rear elevation of 159 Aspinwall Avenue 

 

1900 Bromley Atlas 


